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type of theosophical thinking. It would appear that our physical 
hunger can best be satisfied at an ideal home : so in the Christian 
theory, heaven is our true home, and we need the "spiritual 
body" wherewith to enjoy blessedness instead of going through 
the tread-mill of reincarnation. However, everyone to his taste ! 
The book is worth reading if only for this sentence: "If you 
want advice and ask : ' Shall I disobey the customary law, and 
go my own way?' — then wait. The wanting of advice is the 
sign that the Spirit in you has not yet spoken with the compell- 
ing voice that you ought to obey." 

It is a pleasure to see Miss Besant fighting against the caste 
system with the weapons that can reach the Hindu mind ; nor 
can her teaching be improved upon when she insists that true 
democracy means leveling up and not leveling down. 

The "pamphlets" and "text-books" serve a useful purpose 
in awakening interest in the Theosophical movement, which un- 
doubtedly emphasizes some aspects of truth often overlooked by 
many ultra-timid teachers of Christian doctrine and occidental 
democracy. T. P. Bailey. 

The Prosecution of Jesus : Its Date, History and Legality, gy 
Richard Wellington Husband : Princeton University Press. 1916. Pp. 302. 

In this careful piece of work Professor Husband, of Dartmouth, 
subjects the gospel records to a searching study in the light of 
Jewish and Roman legal procedure. It is interesting to note 
that his critical sifting of the four accounts reaches results closer 
to Mark, Luke, and John than to Matthew. His finding of John's 
account of the arrest of Jesus to be the most likely seems to lend 
color to the conservative belief that the Fourth Gospel contains 
material furnished by an eye-witness. 

A summary of the author's conclusions (pp. 279-262) may be 
found interesting: — 

"The trial and crucifixion occurred on Friday, April 3, a.d. 

33 The arrest took place about midnight, and was 

effected by the regular police force, commonly called ' officers of 
the Jews,' but sometimes named 'servants.' .... The Romans 

were not concerned in the arrest The hearing (by the 

Sanhedrin) was comparable to grand jury proceedings, held for 
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the purpose of preparing a bill to submit to the trial court. . . . 
There was but one hearing by the Sanhedrin, held on the 
morning following the arrest. The Sanhedrin submitted to 
Pilate an indictment charging Jesus with false prophecy and with 
treason against the Roman Empire. The trial in the Roman 
court was a formal trial, conducted according to the usual pro- 
cedure The governor did not acquit Jesus technically, 

but asserted that he did not display criminal intent. Pilate 
obviously believed that he was a religious enthusiast, and not 
deliberately revolutionist. He, therefore, asked the prosecutors 
not to press the charge, but, failing in his effort, he was forced 
to pronounce him guilty, and to sentence him to the regular pen- 
alty of crucifixion. The conviction was based solely upon the 
accusation of treason, for the governor refused to investigate 
the ecclesiastical charge of heresy or false prophecy. The arrest 
was legal, for it was conducted by the proper officers, acting 

under instructions from the Sanhedrin The hearing by 

the Sanhedrin was legal, for it was merely a preliminary hearing, 

and was not a formal trial The course of trial in the 

Roman court was legal, for it harmonized with the procedure 
shown in the sources to be that pursued by governors of prov- 
inces in hearing criminal cases. The conviction was legal, and 
was justified, provided the evidence was sufficient to substantiate 
the charges, and the records do not prove the contrary. But 
the accounts of the trial are so incomplete that it cannot be 
demonstrated whether the evidence would be consided adequate 
by an unbiased Roman lawyer, not under stress of surrounding 
excitement and mob impulse." 

The author gives a dozen pages of bibliography. T. P. B. 

The Spirit of the New Thought. Edited by Horatio W. Dresser, 
author of The Power of Silence, etc. New York : T. Y. Crowell Com- 
pany. 1917. Pp. 320. #1.25. 

Dr. Dresser, dean of New Thought, herein does a service for 
the much-taxedjgeneral reader, who is enabled by means of this 
collection of representative papers to get his bearings and to dis- 
criminate New Thought from Christian Science and other allied 
"movements." 



